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faction.    In their minds two propositions appear   to
have been indissolubly connected.

I.  That Protestant ascendency should be abolished,
and the Catholics admitted  to   equality   of political
rights and privileges with their fellow-subjects.

II.  That under the circumstances existing in 1799,
this could only be done with safety and justice by incor-
porating the Irish Parliament with the Imperial Legis-
lature.

It is obvious that when the first proposition was
dropped, the policy of the second became more doubt-
ful. c It is doubtful^ wrote Mr. Elliot, c whether the
measure of union under such circumstances will not be
worse than none.'l Lord Minto thought differently.
Though holding as strongly as his kinsman the opinion
that Catholic Emancipation should be conceded in the
treaty of union itself, it was his conviction that, failing
this, it would be secured at no long distance of time,
by a measure which he believed would draw closer the
bonds of union between the two countries. But as his
opinions are stated at length in a speech made by him

1                             Mr. Elliot to Lord Minto.

Chapel Hoiiric: January 111 "M*

I sleep here to-night and hope to get a stage beyond Shrewsbury to-
morrow. If I felt zeal about the enterprise in which I am omburking,
I should go without reluctance; but as the inclusion of Catholic* an<l
the modification of tithes are relinquished, tho measure of an union
stands so denuded of advantages, that I have much doubt about the
policy of it. Such a subservience too has been displayed by Government
here to the dominating Irish faction, that I do not boliovo Ireland
would gain much in points of equity and impartiality of administration.
Thus bereaved of all trust and confidence, I am also without tho ardour
which ought to accompany, or rather to urge me into, such a conflict.